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3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 
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HISTORY OF POLICIES AFFECTING 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN AMERICA 

HISTORY OF POLICIES AFFECTING 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN AMERICA 

17th-18th Public Hospital 
Century Williamsburg,VA 1776 

Disability in the 1770 Continental 
British Colonies Congress ½ Pay 

United States 
Civil War 

1861-1865 

1895 / 1907 

Eugenics and 
Sterilization Laws 

Workers Reconstruction 
Compensation 1914 - 1918 Aides 

1911 World War I and 1918 
Rehabilitation 

The 1920’s 

The Progressive Era 
& Vocational Rehab 
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HISTORY OF POLICIES AFFECTING 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN AMERICA 

Social Security Civil Rights & The 
1920’s – 1930’s Disability Insurance 1962 & 1968 War on Poverty 

FDR, Polio, and 1956 National Standards 1960’s – 1970’s 
Warm Springs & Architectural 

Barriers 

HISTORY OF POLICIES AFFECTING 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN AMERICA 

1973 SSI and Medicaid 1975 Fair Housing Act 

The Rehabilitation 1974 I.D.E.A. 1988 
Act of 1973 
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HISTORY OF POLICIES AFFECTING 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN AMERICA 

Family Medical Improvement 
1990 Leave Act 2010 Standard 2014 

Americans with 1993 Patient Protection & 2011 ABLE Act 
Disabilities Act Affordable Care Act 
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